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What does my participation involve?

1
Introduction
You are invited to take part in this research project, which is called The Mourning After: Mobile Media mourning practices. You have been invited because you have responded to a call for participants on social media and email.

This Participant Information & Consent Form tells you about the research project. It explains the processes involved with taking part. Knowing what is involved will help you decide if you want to take part in the research.

Please read this information carefully. Ask questions about anything that you don’t understand or want to know more about. Before deciding whether to take part, you might want to talk about it with a relative or friend.

Participation in this research is voluntary. If you don’t wish to take part, you don’t have to. 

If you decide you want to take part in the research project, you will be asked to sign the consent section. By signing it you are telling us that you:

· Understand what you have read;
· Consent to take part in the research project.
You will be given a copy of this Participant Information & Consent Form to keep.

2 
What is the purpose of this research?

This project aims to understand the role of mobile media in grief and mourning rituals as a reflection of our social and cultural lives. Grief is an important cultural practice which is crucial in recovery from loss and developing resilience. While everyone grieves differently, through public mourning rituals connection and support can occur. Mobile media rituals—from Instagram memorials to witnessing mass death and online funerals—play a significant role in contemporary grieving and mourning processes. From ecological grief (ecogrief) to loss of loved ones (both human and more-than-human), mourning in and through our mobile media has become mundane and yet often misunderstood. Through ethnographic inquiry, social media analysis and creative practice intervention, expected outcomes will include online resources and socially-engaged art exhibition. Benefits for understanding include building public empathy, connection, and resilience.
This research has been initiated by the researcher, Distinguished Professor Larissa Hjorth.

This research has been funded by the Australian Research Council Future Fellowship (Project ID: FT220100552).

3
What does participation in this research involve?

Participation in the research involves:

· Signing the attached consent form indicating your consent to participate in the research;
· Participate in an interview.
Each interview will run around one hour. The researchers will speak to you on the telephone or online platform (i.e. Microsoft Teams or Zoom) subject to your preferences. In the interviews, the researchers will ask you to guide the interview to discuss your loss and the role of mobile media practices in the processes.
All the research activities will be audio and video recorded for the researchers to analyse later. 

Interpreters will not be available due to limited project resources, so you will need to feel comfortable communicating in English. 

There are no costs associated with participating in this research project, nor will you be paid. We hope that by sharing your experiences we can learn about different types of grieving and mourning process and the role media plays.
4
Other relevant information about the research project

There will be two participant groups in this project:

1. Experts in the fields of grief, mourning and online digital media loss;
2. 30 participants who identify having experienced grief and mourning in the past five years.
5
Do I have to take part in this research project?

Participation in any research project is voluntary. If you do not wish to take part, you do not have to. If you decide to take part and later change your mind, you are free to withdraw from the project at any stage.

If you do decide to take part, you will be given this Participant Information and Consent Form to sign and you will be given a copy to keep.

Your decision whether to take part or not to take part, or to take part and then withdraw, will not affect your relationship with the researchers or with RMIT University.

You may stop the interview at any time. Unless you say that you want us to keep them, any recordings will be erased and information you have provided will not be included in the study results. You may also refuse to answer any questions that you do not wish to answer during the interview.

Sometimes discussing loss can make people feel vulnerable and sad. The interviews are designed to be participant-led meaning that the participant controls what topics and discussion they feel comfortable with.
6
What are the possible benefits of taking part?

We cannot guarantee or promise that you will receive any benefits from this research; however, you may appreciate contributing to knowledge. Possible benefits may include contributing to new knowledge about the use of mobile media in grieving and mourning rituals. What are some of the benefits? And what are some of the challenges? 
Also, participants in other research around grieving and loss relieved that talking with someone not connected to family or doctors provided them with a space to express sometimes tacit emotions and feelings. In research with older adults, participants were motivated by the idea that many people don’t know much about how grief affects older adults and that their experiences would be used to implement tools for community and health groups (Gerber et al., 2022). Participants in mobile media mourning research expressed how they found it useful to talk through the pros and cons of sharing emotions online to inform digital literacy frameworks (Cumiskey & Hjorth 2017).

There will be no clear benefit to you from your participation in this research.

7
What are the risks and disadvantages of taking part?

You may feel that some of the questions we ask are stressful or upsetting. Talking about grief and loss is hard, emotional work. The interviews will be guided by you to ensure you feel comfortable about topics discussed. If you want to stop or pause the interview, please just tell the researcher.

The interviews are focusing on the social, cultural, and emotional dimensions of grief and mourning. They are not therapy or psychological in nature. Sometimes talking about loss can give birth to difficult, uncontrollable emotions.

If you become upset or distressed because of your participation in the research project, members of the research team will be able to discuss appropriate support for you. 

8
What if I withdraw from this research project?

If you do consent to participate, you may withdraw at any time. If you decide to withdraw from the project, please notify a member of the research team. You have the right to have any unprocessed data withdrawn and destroyed, providing it can be reliably identified.  

9
What happens when the research project ends?

One of the outcomes of this project will be a creative exhibition. This will be open to the public to support research translation. You will be invited to attend this exhibition. The research findings will be published in journal articles, book chapters, books and non-traditional research outputs (i.e. industry reports). You will be informed via email when these have been published with an invitation to read these outputs. 
How is the research project being conducted?

10
What will happen to information about me?

By signing the consent form, you consent to the research team collecting and using information from you for the research project. Any information obtained in connection with this research project that can identify you will remain confidential. The data collected in this project will be re-identifiable (i.e. coded). The research data will be kept on a password-protected server accessible only by the researchers. The data will be stored for 5 years following the conclusion of the research, after which time it will be destroyed. You are only being asked to provide consent for the use of your data for this project. This project is not part of a databank.

It is anticipated that the results of this research project will be published and/or presented in a variety of forums. In any publication and/or presentation, information will be provided in such a way that you cannot be identified, except with your express permission. The names of all participants will be replaced with pseudonyms to protect their identity. For experts of the field, they might prefer to use their real name. Please let the researcher know your preference.
In accordance with relevant Australian and/or Victorian privacy and other relevant laws, you have the right to request access to the information about you that is collected and stored by the research team. You also have the right to request that any information with which you disagree be corrected. Please inform the research team member named at the end of this document if you would like to access your information.
Any information that you provide can be disclosed only if (1) it is protect you or others from harm, (2) if specifically allowed by law, (3) you provide the researchers with written permission. Any information obtained for the purpose of this research project that can identify you will be treated as confidential and securely stored. 
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Who is organising and funding the research?
This research project is being conducted by Distinguished Professor Larissa Hjorth.
This research has been funded by the Australian Research Council (Project ID: FT220100552).
12
Who has reviewed the research project?

All research in Australia involving humans is reviewed by an independent group of people called a Human Research Ethics Committee (HREC). This research project has been approved by the RMIT University HREC. This project will be carried out according to the National Statement on Ethical Conduct in Human Research (2007). This statement has been developed to protect the interests of people who agree to participate in human research studies.

13
Further information and who to contact
If you want any further information concerning this project, you can contact the researcher on 0430311063 or any of the following people:


Research contact person

	Name
	Distinguished Professor Larissa Hjorth

	Position
	Principal investigator / Senior supervisor

	Telephone
	0430311063

	Email
	larissa.hjorth@rmit.edu.au


14
Complaints 

Should you have any concerns or questions about this research project, which you do not wish to discuss with the researchers listed in this document, then you may contact: 

	Reviewing HREC name
	RMIT University

	HREC Secretary
	Anita Arndt

	Telephone
	03 9925 2138

	Email
	humanethics@rmit.edu.au

	Mailing address
	Manager, Research Ethics, Integrity and Governance
RMIT University

GPO Box 2476

MELBOURNE  VIC  3001
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Acknowledgement by Participant

I have read and understood the Participant Information Sheet. 

I understand the purposes, procedures and risks of the research described in the project.

I have had an opportunity to ask questions and I am satisfied with the answers I have received.

I freely agree to participate in this research project as described and understand that I am free to withdraw at any time during the project without affecting my relationship with RMIT.

I understand that I will be given a signed copy of this document to keep.

	

	
	Name of Participant (please print)
	
	
	
	

	

	
	Signature
	
	  Date
	
	

	


Declaration by Researcher*
I have given a verbal explanation of the research project; its procedures and risks and I believe that the participant has understood that explanation.

	

	
	Name of Researcher* (please print)
	
	

	
	

	
	Signature
	
	  Date
	
	

	


* An appropriately qualified member of the research team must provide the explanation of, and information concerning, the research project. 

Note: All parties signing the consent section must date their own signature.
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